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UT Brownsville holds last Spring Convocation before merger with UT Pan American
Andrea Torres
THE COLLEGIAN

Cooperation, communication and
coordination are what University
of Texas Rio Grande Valley Provost
Havidán Rodríguez asks of everyone who
will be part of the new school that will
open in Fall 2015.
Rodríguez
made
the
remarks
during UT Brownsville’s Spring 2015
Convocation, held Jan. 9 in the Student
Union’s Gran Salón.
He reiterated the goals UTRGV
President Guy Bailey has for the new
school.
“Student success is at the core of
UTRGV,” Rodríguez said. “We will
continue to expand the educational
opportunities for our students. … We will
focus on enhancing medical care in the
Rio Grande Valley.”
UTB and the University of Texas Pan
American, where Rodriguez also serves
as interim president, are consolidating
to form UTRGV. The new university will
also have a medical school, the first in the
Valley, which will open in 2016.
He said the new university will have an
economic impact in the Valley with the
hiring of faculty and staff.
“We have hired over 800 faculty,
802 actually, and close to 300 staff for
UTRGV,” Rodríguez said.
During the next few weeks more staff
will be hired and the list of those who
will work for UTRGV has been posted
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Havidán Rodríguez, UTRGV provost and interim president of UT Pan American, speaks during UT
Brownsville’s Spring 2015 Convocation, held Jan. 9 in the Student Union’s Gran Salón.

at http://www.utrgv.edu/en-us/aboututrgv/faculty-staff.
Rodríguez also mentioned the funding
the new university has recently received.
“H-E-B [Food Stores] made a $1 million
donation to UTRGV and the school of
medicine,” he said. “We are working on
new buildings, close to $300 million in
Permanent University Funds to build
a building for the school of medicine, a
science building, an academic building,
STARGATE facilities at both Edinburg
and Brownsville.”
Rodríguez said the City of McAllen
donated 10 acres of land to UTRGV,
subject to the University of Texas System
board of regents’ approval.
“We are building on the strong
foundations of UTB and UTPA but we

Ice-cold Ocelot

are building a new university. … This is
the time, this is our time, this is your time
to explore opportunities. This is the time
for transformation,” Rodríguez said.
He said that although it is a time
of uncertainty, “this is also a time to
establish the very best institution of
higher education in the Rio Grande
Valley which will have a far reaching
impact.
Also speaking at the event was UT
Brownsville President at Interim William
R. Fannin, who recapped the numerous
achievements UTB during the last
semester.
In the Fall 2014, UTB created several
new programs and partnerships,
including the Spacecraft Tracking and
Astronomical Research into Giga-hertz

Astrophysical
Transient
Emission
(STARGATE) complex, which will be a
public-private partnership between the
Center for Advanced Radio Astronomy
(CARA) at UTB and SpaceX; the creation
of the marine biology program; the
arrival of researchers from the South
Texas Diabetes and Obesity Institute
and the accreditation for the College of
Education by the National Council for
Accreditation of Teacher Education.
“What you might not be aware of is
the work being done by our biomedical
sciences program,” Fannin said, “a
program that was started here two,
three years ago and is now working
with the University of Texas Institute
for Transformational Learning to create
a competency-based degree using the
latest technology to help reduce the time
from the freshman year to the student
becoming a physician.”
He also said a new $54 million
building is being designed for the
Brownsville campus that will be “infused
with technology and the most modern
teaching methods so that UTRGV will be
a university of the 21st century.”
Fannin also spoke about summer
courses.
“Summer school will go as scheduled,”
he said. “All of the classes that are
scheduled, if they make, they will run.
And people will be able to graduate and
complete their programs. UTRGV, UT
Brownsville, UT Pan American, we know
how important summer school is for the
progress of our students and for their
graduation; it will happen.”

City candidate filing period set

Three commissioner seats and mayor’s post to be on ballot
Michelle N. Garcia
THE COLLEGIAN

Héctor Aguilar/Collegian
Junior environmental sciences major Andre Muñoz jumps into the Casa Bella pool during Thursday’s
Penguin Plunge. Muñoz was one of several students who took part in the Weeks of Welcome
event. They received a T-shirt and a chance to participate in a drawing for a movie prize package.
The event was hosted by UT Brownsville’s Division of Student Affairs.

The filing period for candidacy in the
Brownsville city elections begins Jan. 28.
Three commission seats and the mayor’s
post will be on the ballot on Election Day
May 9.
Estela Chavez Vasquez recently
resigned her position as Commissioner
At-Large A, leaving the seat vacant.
City Attorney Mark Sossi told The
Collegian on Wednesday that he
is conferring with the commission
regarding the vacancy. He said the
procedures are set out in the Texas
Constitution and in the City Charter.
“I’m in the process of briefing the city
commission on what its options are,”
Sossi said. “Basically, they’ll make a
decision on that.”
Chavez Vasquez’s term was set to
expire in May.
Other commission seats on the ballot
will be District 1, currently held by Rick
Longoria, and District 2, held by Jessica
Tetreau-Kalifa. Longoria and TetreauKalifa both told The Collegian that they
will seek re-election.
Mayor Tony Martinez announced late
last year that he would seek a second
term, according to published reports.
Tetreau-Kalifa said she is already
preparing to run for re-election by
gathering signatures for her petition to
be included on the ballot.
“I’ve already collected over 1,000
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Mayor Tony Martinez

signatures in support,” she said. “I love
serving my district and there’s nothing
more in the world that I love more than
my constituents and my district.”
Longoria has been a city commissioner
since 2003 and is running for his fourth
and final term.
“After this, if God willing and if the
people do give me an opportunity to
serve one more time for another four
years, this will be my last term at the
city,” he said.
Residents interested in seeking one of
these positions may pick up a candidate
packet and file their intent with the city
secretary between Jan. 28 and Feb. 27.
Candidates must be at least 18 years old, a
Texas resident for 12 continuous months
and reside in the district for which they
are running for six continuous months
prior to the filing deadline, according to
a news release from the city.
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Parking permits available

Parking permit enforcement will begin
Jan. 26. Permits are available at the
University Police booth located in
the Enrollment Center at The Tower
in Main Building. To receive a permit,
students must present a valid driver’s
license, vehicle information (license
plate number, year, make, model and
color) and a statement of charges.

Involvement Fair

Find out about the different types of
events in store for this semester and the
different kinds of student organizations
the
university
has
during
the
Involvement Fair, scheduled at 10:30
a.m. Wednesday on the Student Union
lawn. Students can have their picture
taken at a photo booth and receive a
free photo key chain and customized
license plates. Hot Cheetos with cheese
and Frito pies will be served. For more
information, contact Office of Student
Engagement at engage@utb.edu

Popcorn on the Paseo

Visit the Paseo next to the Student
Union for a free bag of popcorn on-thego and punch courtesy of the Office of
Student Engagement at 11:30 a.m.
Jan. 27. For more information, contact
the Office of Student Engagement at
engage@utb.edu.

Photographers wanted

Volunteer photographers are needed
for the Humans of UTB page. For
more information, visit Cortez Hall
118 or email Student Affairs Marketing
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Pre-Health Scholarships

The Office of Health Professions
Careers awards 10 scholarships to top
pre-health students. Scholarships range
from $400 to $800 and will be awarded
for Spring 2015. Visit the Office of
Health Professions Careers in Life and
Health Sciences Building 2.822
to pick up an application. Applications
also can be downloaded from the OHPC
web page, under the Resources tab
http://www.utb.edu/vpaa/csmt/ohp/
Pages/Resources.aspx. The deadline to
submit an application and supporting
documents is Jan. 31.

Interested students can pick up an
application in Cortez Hall 108 from 8 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Monday through Wednesday
and from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Thursday and
Friday. For more information, call 8823804 or email Learning Instructional
Specialist Virginia Ledesma at
virginia.ledesma1@utb.edu

Medical school at Houston

The Mathematics and Science
Academy will host information sessions
for incoming high school students.
Admission to MSA is free. Information
sessions will be held Saturday and Feb.
7, Feb. 21, March 21 and April 11. All
sessions start at 10 a.m. in Main Building
Room 2.112. For more information, email
MSA Coordinator Camilla Montoya at
camilla.montoya@utb.edu.

The Office of Health Professions
Careers is accepting applications for
the Houston Assured Admission
Program.
The
program
allows
undergraduate sophomores to interview
and gain admission to the University
of Texas Health Science Center at
Houston Medical School. Students
accepted for an interview will be invited
to Houston to tour the medical school,
meet with first-year medical students and
interview with admissions committee
members. Students may download the
application at http://www.utb.edu/
vpaa/csmt/ohp/Pages/UTBHouston.
aspx. For more information, contact
Program Coordinator Cherie Gallardo
at 882-5059 or email cherie.gallardo@
utb.edu.

The ASPIRE program seeks math
tutors. Applicants must have a minimum
cumulative and semester GPA of 3.0
or higher, completion of 45 semester
college credit hours, must be enrolled
for the Spring 2015 semester, must be a
U.S. citizen or legal resident, and must
possess excellent communication skills.

“Hybrid Colonies,” an exhibit by UT
Brownsville graduate Yáreth Fernandez,
continues in the Gallery at Rusteberg
Hall through Feb. 6. Admission is $1.
For gallery hours, call 882-7097 or email
gallery Director Alejandro Macias at
alejandro.macias1@utb.edu.
--Compiled by Monica Gudiño

Math and Science Academy

SSSP/ASPIRE looking for math tutors

‘Hybrid Colonies’

POLICE REPORTS
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Manager Jennifer McGehee-Valdez
at jennifer.mcgehee@utb.edu.

The following are among the incidents reported to University Police on Jan. 7
Jan. 7

12:32 p.m.: A Casa Bella staff member
reported finding a sword in one of the
apartments while conducting a room
inspection. The staff member said the
resident violated Casa Bella policies and
is not allowed to have weapons. The
resident was not in her room at the time
of the inspection. A University Police
officer took custody of the sword for
safekeeping.
2:20 p.m.: A University Police officer
was dispatched to an office in regard to a

missing cell phone. The officer met with
the complainant who said she left her cell
phone unattended and could not locate
it. She said she noticed staff around
the area but did not suspect anyone of
taking her property. The cell phone was
later found inside a co-worker’s vehicle.
The complainant refused to file charges.
Staff members said the incident would be
handled administratively.
3:36 p.m.: A University Police officer
was dispatched to meet with a facilities
staff member on East Jackson Street

in regard to illegal dumping of tree
branches on university property. The
staff member escorted the officer to an
open field behind the Casa Bella student
housing complex where the tree branches
were dumped. The officer contacted
the woman who resides near the field
and advised her of the restrictions. The
woman said she would no longer leave
trash in the area.
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras

Getting informed

Monica Gudiño
THE COLLEGIAN

On Tuesday, dozens of students visited
the Casa Bella clubhouse for “Nacho
Typical Success,” where they learned
about the services several campus
departments offer.
Representatives of Student Health
Services, Student Engagement, SSSP/
A.S.P.I.R.E. and Students Rights and
Responsibilities spoke to the students
about their services.
“It’s important because a lot of students
don’t know all the services we offer here
in the Student Affairs Division,” said
Yaribel Caraveo, a coordinator with the
Office of Student Engagement. “It is a lot
of information all at once, but it gets you
all excited to be part of this university.”
Special education senior Corinna
Reyna agreed. She was among about 50
students who attended the event.
“It helps students to know what
services are out there that’s available to
them,” Reyna said.
Besides
learning
about
the
departments, students were treated
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Student Activities Programmer Abraham Villarreal, of the Office of Student Engagement, informs
biology graduate student Marshall McCollum about the various volunteer opportunities for the
upcoming Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service. McCollum was one of dozens of students who
attended the Nacho Typical Success event, held Tuesday at the Casa Bella Clubhouse.

to nachos provided by the Student
Engagement and Residential Life
departments.
The event was part of UT Brownsville’s
Weeks of Welcome celebration that
continues this week and next. Other

activities scheduled are the Martin Luther
King Jr. Day of Service, the Involvement
Fair, President’s Barbecue and Popcorn
on the Paseo. For a schedule of events, go
to www.utb.edu/weeksofwelcome or call
Student Engagement at 882-5138.
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Stay on the
(independence) track
Kaila Contreras
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

Remember when
we were in high
school
and
the
majority of us were
excited and scared
at the same time to
start college and be
independent
from
our family?
When I was a high school senior I
thought my college life was going to be a
breeze. I could go to class when I wanted,
didn’t have to eat that “nasty” cafeteria
food anymore and didn’t have only five
minutes to walk from class to class.
Well, when I started my first semester
in college, reality slapped me hard.
I had to get a job to pay for bills
because my parents think I can do that
on my own. Going out to eat every day,
which I dreamed about in high school, is
expensive, so that dream was shattered
and if I’m late to class by even a minute
or two, there are some professors who
consider me absent or tardy.
Some of you may agree that life
was easier before we started being
“independent.” Most of us didn’t have
to pay bills, food was free and we didn’t
have to worry about buying textbooks
because the school provided them.
Don’t get me wrong, as we get older,
we do get more independence and make
more life decisions because we are at the
point of our lives where we decide who
we want to be in life. The journey to get
to who we want to be is the real struggle.
There are some sleepless nights doing
class projects or studying for exams, or
working overtime to earn some extra
cash. But you know what? It will be all
worth it in the end.
Nothing is ever easy in life. I know
these “obstacles” that I mentioned before
are meaningless to some of you and you
may be going through something more
difficult but all I want to say is keep going.
There are times when it all seems
hopeless and you want to give up but
(and I know this sounds lame) there is a
light at the end of the tunnel.
Whatever you want to achieve in life,
keep going through that obstacle course
because, trust me, when you reach the
end it will all be worth it.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:

Anti-immigrant effort ‘racist’
The “illegal” residents of the United
States, millions of whom will move closer
to legality thanks to President Barack
Obama’s humane edict, are now the
subject of 14 states’ racism.
Racism in two forms.
First, those states are unwilling to see
the “illegals” as human beings who have
been living, working and contributing in
the United States for years.
They are cruel, via their attempt in
federal court, to thwart the president’s
long-overdue compassionate action.

The states, Texas included, are racist in
their actions aimed at Mexicans in the
United States.
No other word for it exists.
Racist.
Second, too many in those states
are still livid with an Afro-American
president.
Thanks U.S. Rep. Filemon Vela and
Brownsville Mayor Tony Martinez for
declaring themselves in opposition to the
narrow and racist 14 states.
A friend said, “The states are the

problem, not the people who will finally
emerge from the shadows.”
Well said, friend.
I hope the effort to remove the
proclamation fails, thus moving the
United States closer to a nation for all.
Join the United States you 14 racists,
and grow up!
Eugene “Gene” Novogrodsky
Brownsville

Mystery Word
_ l _c _ i _ n

15 Seconds: Where do you draw the
line on freedom of speech?

Ofelia Alonso
History freshman
Antonio Peña
Biology graduate student
“Well there’s a saying that says, ‘Your
right to swing a frying pan stops where
my face starts.’ So as long as I’m not
insulting anyone pretty much.”

Monica Resendiz
Estudiante de último año
de educación

Alex Flores
Communication freshman

“Yo creo que todos tenemos el derecho
de tener nuestras propias opiniones.
Pero hay que respetar las decisiones que
las otras personas o individuos toman
porque cada persona tiene su propia
vida”.

“I don’t think there’s such a thing as
crossing a line when it comes with
freedom of speech. I think freedom
of speech encompasses everything.
You don’t really have to draw a line at
somewhere.”

“I think the line should be drawn when
you start being disrespectful. I think
opinions are valid as long as they’re
respectful and they’re not attacking
anybody else’s.”
--Compiled by Michelle Espinoza
--Photos by Michelle Espinoza
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Connecting nature and society
UTB graduate’s art exhibit opens

Kaila Contreras

Social Media Editor

Society’s interaction with the natural
world is the theme of artist Yareth
Fernández’s exhibit,“Hybrid Colonies,”
which continues through Feb. 6 in UT
Brownsville’s Art Gallery at Rusteberg
Hall.
About 50 people attended the opening
last Tuesday.
Fernández, a 2009 graduate of UT
Brownsville and Texas Southmost
College, shows nature and society’s
similarities even though both function
differently.
The show consists of mixed-media
drawings, panels and wall installations.
Fernández uses a wide range of materials
such as ink pens, markers, fabrics and
paper straws.

Biomedical sciences freshman Preethi Raju
(from left), sophomore Florentino Saenz and
freshman Jennifer Lopez discuss the 22-by30-foot piece, “Interbred Construction on
Limestone Ledges,” during Yareth Fernández’s
“Hybrid Colonies” exhibit. The piece was made
with markers, ink pens, colored pencils and
fabric on paper.

“I [pay] a lot of attention to science,
biology, plant biology and how
microorganisms or organisms function,”
Fernández said in an interview during
the opening. “I start to find similarities
and how we are pretty much the same
even though we are so different in a way.”
After graduating from UTB, Fernández
earned a master’s degree in fine arts from
Michigan State University in 2012. She
now lives in Austin.
She called the exhibit “Hybrid Colonies”

Los C’lotes

because it comes from her inspiration of
taking ideas from the natural world.
“It’s based off of present time but
it’s probably either taking place in a
futuristic time where after all this time, it
would be something completely different
because of how the world changes over
time,” Fernández said.
The artist said it can take a couple of
weeks to several of months to complete a
work, depending on the project.
“A drawing could take me, maybe, a
couple of weeks, the larger pieces could
take a couple of months and the whole
thing could take about six months to a
year,” she said.
Gallery Director Alejandro Macias
said what interested him most about
Fernández’s artwork was how she plays
with design.
“She, obviously, has a statement about
what seems to be nature and artificial
things and how we are connected to
them,” Macias said. “But for me, what
really stood out is the design aspect. She
really seems to be playing with design,
color, shape and texture and that, really
for me, attracted my attention.”
Junior art major Samantha Rowls said
the exhibit is interesting.
“I feel there’s more than one way to
interpret how [Fernández] puts together
fabric and all sorts of materials and
combines them into one and how she
presents her artwork,” Rowls said.
Admission to the gallery is $1. For
operating hours, call 882-7097.

Héctor Aguilar/Collegian Photos
Artist Yareth Fernández stands next to her 5-by-10-foot installation, titled “Dwellings,” during her
“Hybrid Colonies” exhibit’s opening Tuesday in the Gallery at Rusteberg Hall. Fernández’s exhibit
showcases the interactions between nature and society and will continue until Feb. 6.

Foul weather fun

WATCH

THE COLLEGIAN
NEWS ONLINE
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Senior government major Steven Torres (left) collides with freshman engineering physicsmechanical engineering major Cosme Damian Garcia Martinez during a friendly match of “Bubble
Soccer” Wednesday on the Student Union lawn. The event was part of the UT Brownsville Weeks
of Welcome. A few students braved the cool temperatures and a steady drizzle to participate in the
game sponsored by the Office of Student Engagement.
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Ciudad comenzará a aceptar solicitudes para la comisión
4 puestos estarán
en la boleta electoral
Michelle N. García
THE COLLEGIAN

El periodo de solicitud para ser
candidato en las elecciones de la ciudad
de Brownsville comenzará el 28 de enero.
Tres puestos comisarios y el puesto del
alcalde estarán en la boleta electoral
el día de elecciones en el 9 de mayo.
Estela Chavez Vasquez renunció
recientemente
su
posición
como
comisionada
general
A,
dejando
su
puesto
vacante.
Abogado de la ciudad Mark Sossi
le dijo al Collegian el miércoles que
está consultando con la comisión
sobre el puesto vacante. Él dijo
que
los
procedimientos
están
en la Constitución de Texas y la
Carta Constitucional de la Ciudad.
“Estoy en proceso de informar a la
comisión de cuáles son sus opciones”,

Foto Collegian

Comisionada General “A” de Brownsville Estela Chávez Váquez (izquierda) renunció recientemiente
mientras la Comisionada del Distrito 2 Jessica Tetreau-Kalifa buscará un segundo término en las
elecciones del 9 de mayo.

Sossi
dijo.
“Básicamente,
ellos
tomarán una decisión sobre eso”.
El término de Chavez Vasquez estaba
establecido para expirar en mayo.
Otros puestos de la comisión en el voto
serán Distrito 1, al momento obtenido
por Rick Longoria, y Distrito 2, obtenido
por Jessica Tetreau-Kalifa. Longoria

y Tetreau-Kalifa ambos le dijeron al
Collegian que buscarán la re-elección.
El alcalde Tony Martínez anunció a fines
del año pasado que buscará un segundo
término, de acuerdo a reportes publicados.
Tetreau-Kalifa dijo que ya se está
preparando para su candidatura de

re-elección, juntando firmas para su
petición para ser incluida en el voto.
“Ya he juntado más de 1,000 firmas en
apoyo”, ella dijo. “Me encanta servir a mi
distrito y no hay nada más en el mundo que
amo más que a mis votantes y mi distrito”.
Longoria ha sido un comisionado
desde el 2003 y se está postulando
para su cuarto y último término.
“Después de esto, si Dios lo
permite y si las personas me dan una
oportunidad para servir una vez más
por otros cuatro años, este será mi
último término en la ciudad”, él dijo.
Residentes interesados en uno de estos
puestos pueden recoger un paquete de
candidato y solicitar su intención con la
secretaria de la ciudad entre el 28 de enero
y el 27 de febrero. Candidatos deben tener
mínimo 18 años de edad, ser residente de
Texas por 12 meses consecutivos y vivir
en el distrito por la cual están postulando
por seis meses continuos antes de la
fecha límite para la solicitud, de acuerdo
a un comunicado de prensa de la ciudad.

Preboste: ‘Hora de transformación’
UT Brownsville tiene su última asamblea primaveral antes de unirse con UT Pan American
Andrea Torres
THE COLLEGIAN

Cooperación,
comunicación
y
coordinación es lo que el preboste
de University de Texas Rio Grande
Valley Havidán Rodríguez le pide a
todos quien serán parte de la nueva
escuela que abrirá en otoño 2015.
Rodríguez hizo comentarios durante
la convocación primaveral de UT
Brownsville, que llevó a cabo el 9 de enero
en el Gran Salón de la Unión Estudiantil.
Reiteró las metas que el rector de UTRGV
Guy Bailey tiene para la nueva escuela.
“El éxito estudiantil está en el
centro
de
UTRGV”,
Rodríguez
dijo. “Continuaremos a expandir
las
oportunidades
educacionales
para nuestros estudiantes. … Nos
enfocaremos en mejorar el cuidado
médico en el Valle del Rio Grande”.
UTB y University of Texas
Pan
American, donde Rodríguez también es
rector provisional, están consolidando
para formar UTRGV. La nueva universidad
también tendrá una escuela médica, la
primera en el Valle, cual abrirá en 2016.
Él dijo que la nueva universidad
tendrá un impacto económico en el Valle
contratando a los profesores y personal.
“Hemos contratado más de 800
profesores, 802 en realidad y cerca
de 300 miembros del personal
para
UTRGV”,
Rodríguez
dijo.
Durante las próximas semanas
más miembros del personal serán
contratados y la lista de aquellos
quienes trabajarán para UTRGV ha
sido publicada en http://www.utrgv.
edu/en-us/about-utrgv/faculty-staff.

Rodríguez
también
mencionó
el financiamiento que la nueva
universidad
ha
recién
recibido.
“H-E-B [Food Stores] hizo una
donación de $1 millón a UTRGV y la
escuela de medicina”, él dijo. “Estamos
trabajando
en
nuevos
edificios,
cerca de $300 millones de Fondos
Permanentes Universitarios, o PUF por
sus siglas en inglés, para construir un
edificio para la escuela de medicina,
un edificio de ciencia, un edificio
académico, instalación STARGATE
en ambos Edinburg y Brownsville”.
Rodríguez dijo que la Ciudad de McAllen
donó 10 acres de terreno a UTRGV,
sujeto a la aprobación del consejo de
regentes del University of Texas System.
“Estamos
construyendo
sobre
las bases fuertes de UTB y UTPA
pero estamos creando una nueva
universidad. … Esta es la hora, esta
es nuestra hora, esta es su hora, para
explorar oportunidades, esta es la hora
de transformación”, Rodríguez dijo.
Él dijo que aunque es un tiempo
de incertidumbre, “este también es
un tiempo para establecer la mejor
institución de educación superior
en el Valle del Rio Grande que sí
tendrá un impacto de amplio alcance.
El
rector
provisional
de
UT
Brownsville,
William
R.
Fannin,
también habló durante el evento y
recapituló los numerosos logros de
UTB durante el semestre pasado.
Durante otoño 2014, UTB creó varios
programas nuevos y colaboraciones,
incluyendo el complejo de Spacecraft
Tracking and Astronomical Research
into Giga-hertz Astrophysical Transient

Visítenos en línea
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Emission (STARGATE), que será una
colaboración pública- privada entre The
Center for Advanced Radio Astronomy
(CARA) en UTB y SpaceX; la creación
del programa de biología marina; la
llegada de investigadores del South
Texas Diabetes and Obesity Institute
y la acreditación para el colegio de
educación por National Council for
Accreditation of Teacher Education.
“Lo que talvez no estén consiente
es del trabajo que se está haciendo
por nuestro programa de ciencias
biomédicas”, Fannin dijo, “un programa
que empezó aquí hace dos, tres años y
ahora está trabajando con University of
Texas Institute for Transformational
Learning para crear un título basado
en la competencia usando la tecnología
más corriente para ayudar a reducir el

tiempo entre el primer año y cuando
el estudiante llegue a ser un médico”.
También dijo que un edificio de
$54 millones se está diseñando para
el campus de Brownsville que estará
“infundida con tecnología y los métodos
más modernos para que UTRGV
sea una universidad del siglo XXI”.
Fannin
también
habló
sobre
cursos
de
verano.
“Los cursos de verano continuarán
como han sido programados”, él
dijo. “Todas las clases que se han
programadas, si se forman, se darán. Y
estudiantes podrán graduar y completar
sus programas. UTRGV, UT Brownsville,
UT Pan American, sabemos lo
importante que son los cursos de verano
para el proceso de nuestros estudiantes
y para su graduación; sí se hará”.

Luchando por el arte

Héctor Aguilar/Collegian
La colección de cuadros “Máscaras y Leyendas” del estudiante de arte Jessie Burciaga está en
exhibición en la galería The Giving Tree ubicada en 611 E. 11th St. detrás de Market Square.
Cada sábado se estrena una nueva exposición de arte en la galería provisional organizada por la
directora Lourdes Argueta. The Giving Tree abre de lunes a viernes de 1 a 5 p.m. y los sábados de
7:30 a 10 p.m.
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The final chapter
UTB Athletics prepares for its last semester
Jesus Sanchez

COLLEGIAN EDITOR

The UT Brownsville Athletics program
is preparing for its last semester as the
school and UT Pan American prepare for
consolidation in Fall 2015 to become the
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley.
UTRGV will be an NCAA Division 1
program.
“All our fall sports are wrapped up,”
Athletics Director and Volleyball Head
Coach Todd Lowery said. “Great runs
by volleyball and men’s soccer into the
championship games. Basically, our
coaching staff is working with our fall
athletes as far as what their next move is
going to be.”
The UTB athletes may choose to
continue their education in Brownsville,
try out for UTRGV sports or transfer to
a different school. The UTB coaches are
looking for positions and what is best
for them in their career. However, their
priority is to find their athletes a place to
go.
Volleyball
Lowery has been appointed the new
UTRGV head volleyball coach. He will
resign from UTB on Jan. 31 and join UT
Pan American Feb. 1 as the new head
volleyball coach for the rest of the spring
semester.
In an interview with The Collegian
shortly after his UTRGV appointment
was announced, Lowery said he was
going to try to move to the top half of the
Western Athletic Conference.
“That’s going to be our goal first, to
start moving into the top half of the
Western Conference,” Lowery said.
“Hopefully, we’ll win a [Western Athletic
Conference] title or two and make the
NCAA tournament.”
UT Brownsville won two NAIA national
volleyball championships under Lowery,
in 2011 and 2013. The current team fell
short when it lost 0-3 against the Park
University Pirates in the finals of the

Jesus Sanchez/Collegian
With the transition into UTRGV, UT Brownsville coaches will be looking for employment this spring
semester. The Garza Gym will not be used for games and practices for the remainder of the spring
semester.

NAIA National Women’s Volleyball
Tournament, held Dec. 6 in Sioux City,
Iowa.
Middle blocker Vanja Joksic and
outside hitter Bojana Mitrovic made the
National Championship All-Tournament
team for their performances throughout
the week of the tournament.
The Ocelots finished their final season
with an overall record of 34-5.
In its nine-year NAIA history, the UTB
Volleyball program ended with an overall
record of 277-58.
Men’s Soccer
The UTB Men’s Soccer Team came up
short against the Davenport University
Panthers in the Dec. 6 finals of the NAIA
National Men’s Soccer Tournament and
lost 1-2 in overtime.
“I’m really proud of what we did,”
Head Coach Dan Balaguero said. “An
unbelievable run that we went on. The

Ready to play
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The Spring 2015 intramural sports
program,
hosted
by
University
Recreation, will begin Feb. 4 and all UT
Brownsville and Texas Southmost College
students are eligible to participate.
All events will have men’s, women’s
and coed divisions.
To sign up for an event, a student must
fill out a release of liability waiver, which
is available at www.imleagues.com/
recreationcenter/intramurals.
Intramural sports will begin with a
basketball league that will take place Feb.
4-19.
Other sports on the schedule are a flag
football tournament, which will take
place Feb. 6; a racquetball tournament,
Feb. 27; a soccer league, March 18-April
2; an Ultimate Frisbee tournament,
March 20; a softball league, April 8-23;
a kickball tournament, April 10; and a
dodgeball tournament, May 1.
Asked
about
the
benefits
of
participating in intramural sports, Dean
of Students Douglas Stoves replied,
“You get to meet a lot of different people

guys were playing really well from
the first game to the last. Obviously,
disappointed we didn’t win the whole
thing but when we look back on it, 24
wins and being No. 2 in the nation and
winning the conference tournament, I
think we exceeded our expectations.”
Forward Ricardo Diegues was a
First Team All-American Selection and
midfielder Archie Massen was named an
Honorable Mention All-American.
The Ocelots ended their final season
with an overall record of 24-1.
In its eight-year history, the UTB men’s
soccer program made an appearance in
the national tournament finals once and
finished with an overall record of 119-3012.
Balaguero is unsure of his future career
plans and said he will wait patiently for
an opportunity. His main priority right
now is to find all his players a place to go.

Collegian File Photo

Senior accounting major Arturo Tijerina leaps
into the air in an attempt to catch the ball as
sophomore criminal justice major Cesar Garcia
watches during an intramural flag football
game in Fall 2014.

that you have not had an opportunity to
interact with. Besides the obvious health
and wellness benefits of being involved
in something active, [you have] the
opportunity to just interact with people
in a different environment.”
For more information, call Stoves
at 882-7176 or the Casa Bella student
housing complex at 882-7191.

Golf
UTB Men’s and Women’s Golf Head
Coach Daniel Hayden expects to have a
great run in Spring 2015 as both teams
prepare for their final season in UTB
history.
“I expect to continue and progressively
get better each and every tournament
and, hopefully, that is the case and we
can make a run at the conference title for
both programs,” Hayden said.
On Feb. 8 in Laredo, the women’s
team will participate in the Jack
Brown Memorial Tournament, its first
conference tournament of the season.
Both golf teams will compete in the
University of Houston-Victoria Spring
Invitational on Feb. 14.
Hayden’s said his ultimate goal this
season is to make a good run at the
national title and afterward find his
players a place to play.
Women’s Soccer
The UTB Women’s Soccer Team ended
its Fall 2014 season with an overall
record of 11-5-2 and an overall record of
102-36-9 in the eight-year history of the
program.
As mentioned in previous interviews,
Head Coach Helen Wagstaff’s main focus
is to relocate the women and help them
figure out what is best for them. Wagstaff
said she would remain patient and wait
to see what opportunities come about.
Cross-Country
Most of the UTB runners are headed to
UTRGV in Fall 2015.
“I believe most of the athletes are
going to attend UTRGV,” Head Coach
Sam Buchanan said. “The great thing
about that is that they will retain their
scholarship whether they’re running
cross-country or not. … As for myself, I
am finishing up my master’s degree this
semester and should graduate over the
summer.”
Buchanan told The Collegian he will
pursue a doctorate in exercise science at
the University of Oklahoma in Fall 2015
after receiving his master’s.

Like us on
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